Tewksbury Community Pantry, Inc.

999 Whipple Road

Tewksbury, MA 01876

978-858-2273

November 24, 2009

Dear Editor:

As we all begin to focus on the holiday season, the directors of the Tewksbury Community Pantry want to thank the Tewksbury community for its tremendous support in 2009.  Despite a struggling economy and increasing use of the pantry, we are proud that our pantry has never turned any one of our fellow residents in need away for lack of resources. That is a true reflection of the character of our entire community.  Tewksbury is blessed to have such a generous community.  Thanks to many businesses, town employees, civic organizations, youth & sports groups, churches, Tewksbury families, and our public school students, the pantry continues to meet the needs of a growing population among us.    

Without the generosity of our entire community, the pantry could not meet its obligations.  The pantry is now distributing approximately $200,000 in food annually to Tewksbury residents in need of assistance.  Approximately 90% of that amount is donated by those noted above in the form of canned or boxed non-perishable foods through various efforts inspired in many unique ways.  Please be assured that your efforts and donations are much appreciated by those Tewksbury residents in need.  Your efforts are a shining example of what makes Tewksbury a community to be proud of.  

This past Sunday, the pantry conducted its annual Thanksgiving meal distribution.  Thanks to the generous support from the various police unions and Police Athletic League, the Knights of Columbus, and a generous anonymous donor, we provided an all time high of 170 households with the makings of a Thanksgiving meal.  Many volunteers participated in the event from planning and preparation to those from Enterprise Bank, Raytheon & TD Bank who helped distribute the food.  Still more unnamed people and organizations contributed to the event and they should know that their contributions, large or small, are much appreciated.  

In addition to food donations, the pantry benefits repeatedly from the generosity of cash donations from many sources.  There are no paid employees at the pantry, so every dollar goes to serve our community.  In 2009, the pantry experienced a rise in cash donations made in memory of deceased relatives and loved ones.  This unique and thoughtful approach to addressing the loss of a loved one serves the dual purpose of assisting another directly in our midst.  We wish to thank all of those families that kept the pantry in mind during their time of grief.  It was and is an extremely thoughtful gesture.

As we enter the holiday season, the pantry will once again provide residents in need with a Thanksgiving meal and will assist them through the Christmas season.  In the spirit of the holidays, we want to thank our community for all of your support and wish you all a happy and healthy holiday season. On behalf of the pantry board of directors, volunteers, and those residents we serve, thank you to the Tewksbury community for all you do.  We wish you all the best in 2010!

On Behalf of the Board of Directors,

Todd Johnson

Chair

