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January 27, 2009

Dear Friend, 

I thought these items might be of interest to you.

As always, please feel free to contact me at Susan.Tucker@state.ma.us with any comments or suggestions.  Also, if you would like to be taken off the list, or know someone who would like to be added, please contact Laura Teicher in my office at Laura.Teicher@state.ma.us.  

Best regards, 

Sue Tucker

State Senator

Fuel Assistance Eligibility Changes

With the state of the economy, many people who never before needed help paying for heat will need it now.  If you know someone who could benefit from fuel assistance, they may be interested in information about the altered eligibility requirements for the Low Income Heating Assistance Program (LIHEAP).  For the duration of the current LIHEAP season, the eligibility requirements have been expanded from 200% of the Federal Poverty Level (FPL) to 60% of State Median Income (SMI).  This means, for example, that a household of one with an income of $27,876 or less per year is now eligible for LIHEAP, and a family of four with an income of $45,031 per year or less would now be eligible.

In order to learn more about eligibility or to apply for LIHEAP, residents of Andover and Lawrence can contact the Great Lawrence Community Action Council (GLCAC) at (978) 681-4950.  Residents of Tewksbury and Dracut can contact Community Teamwork, Incorporated (CTI) at (978) 459-6161.  It is important to be patient when calling these numbers, as they are experiencing an unusually high volume of calls about obtaining fuel assistance this season.  You can also use the Fuel Assistance Eligibility Check at www.massresources.org.
In addition, check out a series of programs designed to help lower income residents of Massachusetts reduce their energy costs, including fuel assistance, utility discount rates and weatherization, at www.energybucks.com. 

RMV No Longer Issuing License Renewal Notices
In an effort to cut costs, the Registry of Motor Vehicles will no longer be mailing notices reminding drivers to renew their licenses.  The penalty for driving with an expired license is $100, so be sure to check your license expiration date today, and be sure to renew your license at least seven days before your birthday!  You can renew online at www.mass.gov/rmv.
Because of the current fiscal climate, many state agencies such as the RMV have had to make difficult decisions concerning their budgets.  Do you think that this change at the RMV will this create confusion and hardship for drivers, or is this a good cost cutting method?

Are you Eligible for Senior Property Tax Relief?
The Circuit Breaker is a refundable tax credit of up to a maximum of $930 for seniors who paid rent or real estate taxes during the 2008 tax year.

The credit is for senior homeowners and renters who meet income limits and other eligibility requirements.  Homeowners may claim the credit if they paid more than 10% of their total income for real estate taxes, including sewer and water charges.  Renters can count 25% of their rent as real estate tax payments.

You must file a state income tax return to claim the Circuit Breaker Credit, whether or not you have to file otherwise.  If your credit is greater than the amount of income taxes you owe, the state will give you a refund for the difference.

To be eligible: 
· Applicants must be a Massachusetts resident, age 65 or older before January 1, 2009; 

· Must own or rent a home in Massachusetts that is your principal residence; 

· Must have an annual income of $49,000 or less for a single filer, $62,000 or less for a head of household, or $74,000 or less for married taxpayers filing jointly.  

Also, the property value must not exceed $793,000. 

For an informational brochure, complete with a tax credit worksheet, please contact my office.
Prescription Advantage Plan Changes Effective January 1, 2009

There are changes to the assistance that Prescription Advantage members receive with their co-payments. 

For members in categories S2, S3, and S4, Prescription Advantage will not provide co-pay assistance until the total retail cost of a member's covered prescription drugs is $2,700.00.  Once this amount is reached, Prescription Advantage co-payment assistance will begin at the same level as in 2008.  For members with Credible Coverage, co-pay assistance will also begin when the total retail cost of their covered prescription drugs is $2,700.00.

For members eligible for Medicare all other benefits will remain the same.  There are no changes to benefits for members NOT eligible for Medicare.  If you have questions or concerns, please contact Prescription Advantage Customer Service at 1-800-AGE-INFO (1-800-243-4636).
Get Involved: Donate Food or Time to Your Local Pantry!
With the current fiscal climate, everyone is feeling the crunch, including food pantries. While many pantries have experienced a decrease in donations, the demand for food from pantries has increased.  I encourage everyone to get involved by donating food or volunteering at local food panties.  For more information, please call one of the following organizations:

Pantries in Lawrence:

Food For the World, Inc.: 447 Essex Street                                               (978) 683-9949 
Food For the World/ Saint Alfio’s Villa: 35 Common Street                   (978) 683-9949

FFTW / Community Services Agency: 46 – 48 Fritz Street                      (978) 683-9949
Lazarus House: 410 Hampshire Street, 2nd Floor                                      (978) 689-8575

MLMDJ/Free Methodist Church Pantry: 774 Essex Street                     (978) 683-9949 

Neighbors in Need: 95 East Haverill Street                                                 (978) 685-8321

St. Patrick's Parish Pantry: 118 South Broadway                                     (978) 683-9416 
Pantries in Dracut:
Dracut Food Pantry: 1934 Lakeview Avenue                                            (978) 957-8600 

Pantries in Tewksbury: 

Tewksbury Community Pantry, Inc.: 999 Whipple Road                        (978) 858-2273

Winter Fun in the District

Did you know that there are several parks that host winter activities in Lawrence, Andover and Dracut?

Pemberton Park in Lawrence (located off Canal Street near the Central Bridge) features five acres of walking trails, and offers views of the city’s mills and historic dam, making this park an attractive place to visit during the day or at dusk.

Lawrence Riverfront State Park (Eaton and Everett Streets) offers wooded walking trails and a sledding hill. 
Harold Parker State Forest, which lies partially in Andover, (Access from Route 114, N. Andover) comprises just over 3,000 acres of Central Hardwood-Hemlock-White Pine type of forest with over 35 miles of roads and trails.  Seasonal recreational opportunities include hiking and cross-country skiing.
Lowell-Dracut-Tyngsboro State Forest (access from Trotting Park Rd., Lowell) is comprised of 1,140 acres including ponds, swamps, and wetlands.  The forest has six miles of trails offering hiking, cross-country skiing, and snowmobiling. 
Spotlight on the District: Washington Mills Receiver of Historic Award

The developers of Washington Mills in Lawrence have received recognition from the National Trust for their work in preserving the mill buildings.  Washington Mills represents the city's first major housing development in over 20 years.  The project, developed by Boston-based, nonprofit group Architectural Heritage Foundation, the Banc of America Community Development Corp., and Durkee Brown Viveiros & Werenfels Architects, has transformed the old mill into loft-style, mixed-housing apartments, contributing to preservation and development in Lawrence. 
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Senator Tucker Attends award presentations at Washington Mills.




	District Office Hours

If you have any issues you would like to bring up with me, please come to one of my district office hours.  On Tuesday, February 24th, a member of my staff will be present at the following times and locations:

Tewksbury: River Road Café, 910 Andover Street, 5:00 – 6:00 pm

Dracut : Blue Angus Café, 34 Broadway Road, 6:30 – 7:30 pm

Office hours will be held in Andover and Lawrence in March.  Please call my office for details.  If you are unable to attend scheduled office hours, but would like to contact me, please contact my office by calling (617) 722-1612.
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